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The New Norm Magazine is a biannual, travel and lifestyle magazine based 

in Hong Kong. Each issue focuses on carefully selected travel, culture and 

lifestyle features, presented through a combination of articles, interviews, and 

visual narratives. The New Norm Magazine is dedicated to inspiring 

individuals to explore and experience new cultures and traditions and to 

divert from the typical tourist routes. 
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We work with a community of 
photographers, writers, artists, and locals 
from all around the world, providing a 
platform for creatives to share their stories 
and to celebrate their work and passion. 
Our brand exists to encourage a different 
form of travel, to experience something new 
and exciting, providing our readers with 
informed and thoughtful recommendations.
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published  in 1/11 / 2019

Issue 01 features a visit to Budapest to explore and discover 
unique and hidden places, an architecture tour of Malta, a 
country so rich in history that it was still so visible today, a 
trip to Iceland, and ventures into the old town of Cyprus, con-
necting with the locals where we get a perspective of how unre-
solved conflict has changed the city.
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Memory fades with age, but photographs and writings help preserve these mem-
ories. Even when you’re much older, you’re still able to look back at these photo-
graphs and reminisce about the past.
We pursue a minimalist attitude to living and have always been fond of writing 
andphotography. After graduating from ourarchitectural degrees, we hope to go 
beyond the boundaries of architectural theory and
design and to go to different places to introduce and share the simple aesthetics in 
things other than architecture.

The beauty in life lies in an individual’s state of mind. When your mind starts to 
unwind, you begin to appreciate the little things around you, and realize what 
simple beauty actually is.

I have grown tired of reading travel books or travel strategies, and no longer en-
joy going to famous tourist attractions as they are often filled with tourists and 
congested with cars and buses. I’d rather prefer to wander around a city without 
following a map, to discover new and unique places or to learn about local cultures 
that we are not often exposed to. Publishing a travel book would mean that we 
would need to update and renew our information yearly, as popular attractions 
tend to change over time, and so we hope to publish a magazine regularly with the 
intention of recording and sharing our discoveries and feelings during our travels. 
From taking to editing photographs, writing and arranging images and content, 
the whole process has been taken over by the two of us.

In this first issue, we have taken a ‘trial and error’ approach, where we hope that 
readers can discuss and provide suggestions on ways to improve. We believe that 
being young means trying something new, this whole process appears to be very 
beautiful and much needed experience.

We used four seasons, spring, summer, autumn and winter to create four differ-
ent seriescovering themes of art, culture, design and travel. We also visit different 
places according to the four seasons to experience local cultures and to share them 
within the magazine. This issue takes us to Budapest, Malta, Cyprus, Sweden, 
Iceland and the UK.

We can’t predict what might happen tomorrow or the year after. Every pathway 
leads to different endings and experiences. We should be brave and embrace what-
ever that challenges you on your journey. Establishing our own design studio, 
publishing our own magazine and designing our own products shortly after grad-
uating feels very risky.

Maybe because we’ve spent a long period of time overseas, specifically in the UK, 
we have grown accustomed and prefer a British
cultural environment, which gives us courage and determination to build and 
chase our own dreams. We gave our studio the name “The New Norm”, hoping 
to create special and unique products which draw inspiration from normal day to 
day objects and will be presented and shared to the public.

Now, get a cup of coffee or tea and slowly reach each text, enjoying this slow and 
peaceful journey.

Issue 1
Editor letter
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Winter

We used four seasons, spring, summer, 
autumn and winter to create four different 
series covering themes of art, culture, 
design and travel. We also visit different 
places according to the four seasons to 
experience local cultures and to share them 
within the magazine.

Issue 1
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published  in 1/5 / 2020

Issue 02. We interview Mark Anthony Fox, Page Hotels, Noah 
& Grey, Building Narrative, and Laurie Poast Atelier to learn 
about the creative process behind the development of their 
brand. We explore the city of Tokyo and Kyoto, Faroe Islands, 
in Iran, Sankt Peter Ording, Seattle, and Hong Kong.
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Read Now. Travel Later.

We started working on this edition during the outbreak of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Hong Kong, and a day didn’t go by without hearing news reports 
concerning the spread of the virus. There were many discussions about what the 
virus is doing to our economy and how the city and its people may change as a 
result. The concept of ‘change’ shaped our second issue. In this issue, we focus on 
travel, culture, design and lifestyle features, presented through a combination of 
articles, interviews and visual narratives. We worked with a
community of photographers, writers, artists and locals from all around the world, 
providing a platform for creatives to share their stories and to celebrate their work 
and passion. We’re a very small team at the New Norm, and it’s extremely difficult 
to travel to many different countries within a short period of time. By working 
with these local creatives, we’re able to introduce more unique places and perspec-
tives to our readers.

Much of the content in this edition is centered around Hong Kong and Japan, 
both of which we travelled to. We wanted to introduce Hong Kong, our home, to 
our readers. Hong Kong is one of the most vibrant, eclectic and diverse cities in 
the world. The Summer section opens with an interview with the creative minds 
behind Page Hotels and Page Common Journal, giving us an insight into the cre-
ative process behind the development of their brand and Page148. Our survey of 
local product and interior designers provide a lens through which we can under-
stand and appreciate the country’s creative production. We also discuss traditional 
rituals and beliefs in Hong Kong, such as the practice of Feng Shui and it’s impact 
on the daily lives of the people living in the city. Our article on neon signboards 
dives deep into its legacy in Hong Kong, which is slowly disappearing, often re-
placed by cheaper LED signs.

We travel to Japan in the winter months, visiting various cities including Tokyo, 
Kyoto and Osaka. Japan has always held a special place in our hearts and through 
our articles we wanted to share our perspective and recent experiences during 
2-week trip. During our travels, we noticed a strong difference between the cities. 
Kyoto and Osaka felt very much like a historical city. Streets were lined with tradi-
tional Japanese architecture and you would often see women dressed in Kimonos. 
Tokyo is perfect for those who prefer big cities, modern architecture, technology 
and nightlife. Yet, in the big city of Tokyo, we felt so isolated and lonely.
We also share stories from our trip to Spain last year, where we were given a tour of 
Walden 7 and Torres Blancas. Both buildings are designed by renowned architects, 
which challenged the traditional practice and design of architecture in the 1960s 
and 70s.

There are many more stories in this issue that we are thrilled to be sharing, and we 
sincerely hope you enjoy this issue and that it inspires you to explore and experi-
ence new cultures and
traditions.

Issue 2
Editor letter
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We used four seasons, spring, summer, 
autumn and winter to create four different 
series covering themes of art, culture, design 
and travel. We also visit different places 
according to the four seasons to experience 
local cultures which is then shared within 
our magazine

Issue 2



Online journal 

THE NEW NORM STUDIOOnline journal

Our online platform is presented in a similar manner, 
frequently updated with travel recommendations, 
captivating visual stores, and brand features.  



Stockists

Hong Kong 

Jisaam Books
RM 1202, Grand Place,
Nathan Road 558-560,
Yau Ma Tei

Kapok
8 Sun Street, 
Wan Chai

MOSSES 
14  St.Fancis Street,
Wan Chai

OPENGROUND
198 Tai Nan Street,
Sham Shui Po,
Kowloon,

The Corner by Zixag
18 Hanoi Rd,
Tsim Sha Tsui

Wai Chi Street Playground
G/F, 618 Shanghai Street,
Mong Kok

WOOL
G/F 97 Hill Road,
Sai Ying Pun

Yu Teahouse, Eslite
L230, 2/F, The Eslite Spectrum,
Star Annex, Star House, 3 Salisbury 
Road, Tsim Sha Tsui 

Taiwan 

MULTI-ARTS
NO.6, Lane 25,
Sung Chiang Road,
Taipei 10455, Taiwan, R.O.C

China

KALEIDOSCOPBOOKS
Transparent 2nd Floor, No. 12,
Caita Street, Shenhe District,
Shenyang, Liaoning, China

ONE HALF IN
No 65 Dong Guan Miao Lane,
DingHai District, Zhoushan City,
ZheJiang, China

DORBEETLESTORE
Weidian : DorbeetleStore

Singapore 

THE STARVING ARTIST
Online Store
https://www.instagram.com/thestarv-
ing.artists/

BASHEERGRAPHIC 
BOOKS
Block 231, Bain Street
#04-19, Bras Basah Complex
Singapore 180231.
www.basheergraphic.com
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Stockists

Japan 

SHIBUYA TSUTAYA
21-6 Udagawacho,
Shibuya City, Tokyo
150-0042

https://buyee.jp/yahoo/shopping/store/
item/d-tsutayabooks_MAG59423W-
2526200609570/d-tsutayabooks/1

London

LANE EIGHT COFFEE
11 Melbourne Grove
London
SE22 8RG
https://laneeightcoffee.com/

HOMEWORK
Online store
https://www.homeworkstore.co.uk/

Germany 

COFFEE TABLE 
MAGAZINE
Eingang C / Etage 21,
Neuer Kamp 30,
20357 Hamburg, Germany

https://coffeetablemags.de/products/
new-norm-magazine-issue-01
https://coffeetablemags.de/products/
new-norm-magazine-issue-02

SKANDIBUTIK
Online store
skandibutik.com

Italy 

EDICOLA BOSCO
Corso Armando Diaz, 67 , 47121 Forli 
FC, Italia, Forli

Netherlands 

AEDAM ANTHONY
Online store
https://aedamanthony.nl/products/
new-norm-magazine?_pos=1&_
sid=24807a0ba&_ss=r

Switzerland

LOREM NOT IPSUM
Online store
https://loremnotipsum.com/product/
new-norm-magazine-issue-1/
https://loremnotipsum.com/product/
new-norm-magazine-issue-2/
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